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Genre Alchemy  

Mercury Retrograde Press is pleased to announce the forthcoming publication of There Was a 
Crooked Man, the first installment of the eponymous series of alternate-history novellas by Edward 
Morris. In this first volume of Morris’s tour de force, on an East coast two centuries after 
Armageddon, a rogue soldier throws himself back in Time to wreak havoc upon history and feed 
on the blood in the streets. He lands in the New World with the first white settlers. The Irrakwa 
try to stop him. And from two centuries ahead, the Law tries to follow him back.  

Featuring "Easter Eggs" or cameos of SFnal greats Paul DiFilippo, Jeff Vandermeer, and Richard 
Lupoff--with more such cameos planned for future volumes--this series has all the earmarks of an 
instant cult classic. Twenty percent of Morris's profits from the series have been pledged to Last 
Chance for Animals in the name of Richard and Jennifer Lee Pryor, as a token of appreciation for 
their permission to use some of Mr. Pryor's material in the series. 

Morris was nominated for the British Science Fiction Association Award and the Sidewise in 2005; 
this year he was a finalist for the Rhysling. His previously published novels include The Frank 
Principle, Blood of Eden, O Fortuna, and Atlantis 1999: A Memoir. Shorter works by Morris have 
appeared thrice in Murky Depths, twice in Interzone, and forty-two times elsewhere, in seven 
countries and four languages. Morris lives and works in Portland, Oregon. This is his first 
collaboration with Mercury Retrograde. 
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